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OUR FOUR PROPOSALSFor decades, Minnesota has been a great place to 
live, work, and raise a family because we have one  
of the most highly educated workforces in the  
country. That workforce has created businesses  
large and small across the state because of the  
skills provided by Minnesota’s community and  
technical colleges. Only our institutions can offer 
the programs necessary to meet our local, regional, 
and statewide workforce and education needs. 

To reach that goal, over a half 
 million Minnesotans will need 
to graduate from a community 

 college or university. 
That’s why MSCSA supports broad efforts to  
fund and reform higher education to ensure that 
students and Minnesota as a whole can succeed. 
We have worked to identify four crucial proposals 
that will lead directly to student success and to 
ensuring our campuses run as efficiently as possible. 

By the year 2020, three out of four jobs in  
Minnesota will require a post-secondary degree.* 

Low TuiTion iS The BeST 
ForM oF FinAnCiAL Aid

inCreASed Funding To drive reForM

deveLopMenTAL eduCATion 

CreATing eFFiCienCy  
And TrAnSpArenCy

MSCSA supports increased state funding for the Minnesota State System in order to maintain 
current services and to reform the system as needed to ensure every dollar, whether tuition 
or taxpayer, is spent efficiently. 

Students who take developmental education classes face the prospect of spending critical financial 
aid dollars and eligibility time before taking any courses for which they receive college credit.  
For some students, traditional developmental education works, but for many, it is nothing 
more than a delay in getting to work on their degree. 

MSCSA has consistently supported efforts to reform our system and campuses to ensure they 
are running efficiently and are putting the success of students ahead of all other interests.  
We believe it is crucial that the system implement changes in student services, back office  
operations, and other core functions to ensure maximum financial return on investment. 

MSCSA believes that changes aimed at improving student success could, when paired 
with lower tuition costs, lead to huge jumps in student degree attainment rates. 

MSCSA supports several efforts to reform developmental
education that will assist in removing barriers 
from student success. 

Accelerated 
pathways aimed  
at ensuring all  
students can finish  
developmental course  
work within one year.

A more robust multiple 
measures program to 
ensure students are 
not being placed in  
developmental education 
course work if it is not  
required by their chosen  
area of study. 

Identifying best practices 
in developmental  
education and sharing  
them state-wide to ensure 
all students have access to  
the most beneficial innovations.

An in-depth study  
on alternative 
financial models 
on how students can 
pay for developmental  
education. 
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* Minnesota Office of Higher Education’s   
    2016 getting ready report

of 2013 Minnesota public high 
school graduates enrolled at a 
community and technical college 
were placed into at least one  
developmental education course.*

We must undertake 
bold reform to  
ensure we are not 
placing roadblocks 
in front of students 
who can’t afford  
another hurdle.
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Efforts to improve student 
academic advising with a 
special focus on targeted 
programs for students at 
high risk of dropping out 
of college. 

Reform efforts to  
consolidate services  
and reduce administrative 
costs to make campuses  
more efficient. 

Increase the information available to students 
and parents regarding the impact of higher 
education choices. This could include a  
clearinghouse of data that shows the job  
placement rates, salary information, and 
true cost of academic programs. 

understanding Choices +

Academic Advising +  

Streamlined Services

= degree Completion!

we SupporT:
• $143 million in new funds to help maintain current services on our campuses. 
• $25 million in funding to partner with the system in replacing the ISRS system. 
• $10 million in new funds to target financial assistance to students—specifically those 

who transfer using a new pathway or are at high risk of dropping out of college. 

Funding provisions of the Minnesota State budget request.

This new funding, paired with a reduction in student tuition, will be a huge leap 
forward in ensuring our public colleges are able to be the best community  
partner they can be all across the state. 

As it has been for years, MSCSA’s top 
priority is to ensure that our colleges  
are affordable and accessible to  
every Minnesotan. 

The cost facing students is a major barrier for many and is often 
the most prevalent reason a student drops out of college before 
completing a degree. However, the work of the legislature and 
Governor during the previous two biennia has begun to turn 
the tide on college affordability. 

Thanks to the increased funding to the Minnesota State 
System and tuition limitations implemented, our students 
are currently paying 1 percent LeSS than those who 
attended just four years ago. 

We must build on this momentum and take action to further 
reduce the financial burden facing our students. While financial 
aid increases can help, the only sure way to guarantee students 
aren’t prevented from college success due to financial concerns 
is to use the best form of financial aid—low tuition.  

A one percent reduction in tuition for 
students in the Minnesota State System, specifically those 
attending community and technical colleges, to help ensure 
Minnesota can work and college is truly affordable. 

we SupporT:

Mn Comm & 
Tech Colleges

36%
less funding 
than similar 
institutions 
around the 
nation.

receive

* Midwest higher education Compact report

university
of Minnesota

23%
more funding 
than similar 
institutions 
around the 
nation.

receives

* *

* georgetown university Study, 2013



Find us on social media @mscsa

We are mscsa and We are the  
voice of students. When you give 
your suPPoRT to community and  
technical colleges and sTudenTs, 
you provide economic growth 
for the state of minnesota.
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Angelique Mcdonald
director of Government Relations
651-203-9458 |  amcdonald@mscsa.org

Minda nelson
President
pres@mscsa.org

Brett underdahl
Vice President
vice@mscsa.org 

isaac Jahraus
Treasurer
treasurer@mscsa.org

Kimberly Thielen
Public Relations coordinator
prc@mscsa.org

1515 South robert Street
west Saint paul, Mn 55118 
www.mscsa.org
651-297-5877

WHo is mscsa? 
The Minnesota State College Student Association (MSCSA) is a 
statewide association for students in Minnesota’s public two-year 
community and technical colleges. Our mission is to ensure 
quality, affordable, and accessible higher education while 
providing students with representation, leadership  
development, and communication across the state.


